[image: A black and white logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
American Board of Clinical Chemistry
Guidelines for Descriptive Paragraph

As part of your ABCC application, you are required to submit a descriptive paragraph that outlines your professional work experience as it relates to the required distribution of experience. This paragraph is a critical component of your application and must clearly outline how your background meets the experience distribution requirements set forth by ABCC. It should be a high-level overview of your cumulative experience across all listed roles and institutions. It must clearly show how your combined experience aligns with the ABCC eligibility criteria outlined below.
This statement helps reviewers assess whether your background meets the eligibility criteria for certification. Please follow the guidance below when preparing your paragraph:
Key Points to Include in your Descriptive Paragraph:
1. Overview of Your Work Experience
Begin with a brief summary of your total years of relevant post-doctoral experience in clinical chemistry (or applicable field). Include your current position(s) and provide a general description of your primary responsibilities.
2. Laboratory Accreditation/Certification
Provide the name, location, and CLIA certification ID number (or equivalent) for each clinical laboratory where professional experience was obtained. Your professional experience must be obtained in clinical  laboratories meeting ABCC-approved standards at the time of your work experience. Acceptable laboratories include: 
· A CLIA-certified laboratory conducting non-waived testing
· A CMS-approved CLIA-exempt laboratory
· A laboratory accredited by an ILAC-recognized body under ISO 15189

3. Summary of Experience
At least 24 months of your total experience must be distributed across the following four categories. Clearly summarize how your cumulative work experience meets these distributions: 
· Clinical Consultancy (50–70%)
Describe your experience providing consultative services, clinical interpretation of results, test utilization review, or interaction with healthcare providers.
· Technical Oversight & Laboratory Operations (15–20%)
Describe responsibilities related to the supervision of lab personnel, oversight of daily workflow, equipment maintenance, or managing laboratory services.
· Method Development & Research (10–20%)
Detail your involvement in the validation of test methods, implementation of new assays, or conducting applied research in the lab setting.
· Quality Assurance & Regulatory Compliance (5–10%)
Outline your experience with quality control procedures, audit preparation, documentation, or compliance with regulatory standards (e.g., CAP, CLIA).
4. Confirmation of Compliance with ABCC Guidelines
Conclude with a statement affirming that your cumulative experience meets or exceeds the 24-month distribution requirement and is in accordance with ABCC application standards.

ABCC: Sample Descriptive Paragraph

My professional experience in clinical chemistry, obtained following the completion of my doctoral degree, has been gained while working as an assistant laboratory director during the past 6 years at the Best Quality Laboratory in Springfield, Alaska, a CLIA-certified laboratory (CLIA ID#123456) that offers clinical chemistry services to hospital and private physician practices across the state. My responsibilities span all areas required by ABCC, including clinical consultancy, technical oversight, method development, and quality/regulatory compliance, in accordance with the ABCC’s distribution requirements.

Approximately 55% of my qualifying experience has been in clinical consultancy, which includes interpreting complex laboratory results, correlating biomarker data with clinical findings, offering test utilization guidance, and communicating with medical staff including pathologists, fellows, and care teams. This also includes participation in case discussions and clinical rounds.

Roughly 18% of my time has been devoted to technical oversight and laboratory operations, where I have led method validations and troubleshooting efforts for various assays and workflows. I’ve collaborated with technologists and other interdisciplinary teams to streamline lab operations and support implementation of testing protocols.

Around 17% of my experience has been in research, method development, and validation. I’ve worked on projects involving validation of new testing platforms, optimization of point-of-care testing workflows, and evaluation of method performance or analytical interference across different assay types.

The remaining 10% of my work has focused on quality assurance and regulatory oversight, including review of QC and proficiency testing data, CAP inspection preparation, and the implementation of continuous quality improvement initiatives aligned with regulatory and accreditation standards.

Taken together, my cumulative experience demonstrates a strong foundation across the required domains of clinical chemistry practice and satisfies ABCC’s experience distribution and laboratory setting requirements.

Important Reminders:
· Do not repeat your weekly hours or specific tasks already provided in the application.
· This paragraph should offer a cumulative narrative summarizing your experience across roles. Focus on what exactly you do and how this provides director-level clinical service to your institution.
· Keep the paragraph concise (150–250 words) and ensure accuracy.

If you have any questions about these instructions or need clarification, please contact the ABCC Administrator at ABCCAdministator@myadlm.org. 
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